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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE CITY OF CUDAHY HELD AT THE MUNICIPAL 
BUILDING, 5050 SOUTH LAKE DRIVE, CUDAHY, WI ON TUESDAY, 

October 26, 2010 

 

ROLL CALL 

The meeting was called to order at 6:15 PM by Chairman Ponec with the following members present:  
Gerald Ponec, Dr. Johnson, Dr. Sherman, Robert Grams, Lynn Damitz , Carol Wantuch and Neal White.  
Absent and excused:  Rebecca Owen and Ald. Mary Schissel. 
 
Also in attendance at the beginning of the meeting was Frank Miller, Superintendent of the Cudahy Water 
Utility and Marty Zabkowicz, Environmental Health Specialist. 
    

OPENING STATEMENT 

The proper opening statement was read. 
  

APPROVE MINUTES 

Moved by Dr. Johnson, seconded by Neil White to approve the minutes of the September 28, 2010 meeting. 
All voting in favor. 

 

DISCUSSION OF THE FLUORIDATION OF CUDAHY WATER 

Superintendent Miller presented the Board with a comprehensive overview of the Cudahy Water Utility 
concerning the use of fluoride. 
 
Highlights included: 

• Cudahy has added fluoride to the City water since 1966. 

• The amount of fluoride added to the water is 1.01 ppm and is closely monitored and measured by a 
computer. 

• The cost of purchasing fluoride is approximately $22,000 per year. 

• Fluoride occurs naturally in small amount in Lake Michigan water and also in ground water 
throughout the State. 

• Most Wisconsin municipalities add fluoride to their community drinking water. The chemical 
fluoride used in municipal water is approved by NSF (National Science Foundation) rather than the 
FDA.   

• Most medical and dental professionals believe that the benefits of adding fluoride to community 
drinking water far outweigh the negatives associated with it. 

• The current fluoride compound that is used by the Cudahy Water Utility is being used by most water 
utilities throughout the State.  Other forms of fluoride would not meet the needs of the Water Utility 
due to the costs involved. 

• Low income families have difficulty finding dental care because of a lack of dental insurance or 
because few dentists will accept Medicaid.  These families benefit greatly from the addition of 
fluoride in the water to help to prevent dental caries and other dental diseases. 
 

Letters about the use of fluoride in community drinking water were received and distributed to the Board 
members from Dr. LeMay, Wisconsin Department of Health Services; Dr. Lobb, Dean of Marquette School 
of Dentistry and Dr. Shimeta, President of the Greater Milwaukee Dental Association and will be included in 
these minutes. 
 
Moved by Dr. Sherman, seconded by Robert Grams to recommend the continuation of fluoride in the 
Cudahy drinking water.  All voting in favor. 
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CONTRACT WITH THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF CUDAHY FOR THE PROVISION OF 

NURSING SERVICES 

The Health Officer and the Superintendent of Schools, Jim Heiden have been discussing the possibility of a 
Public Health Nurse providing approximately 600 hours/school year of nursing service for students with 
special health care needs only.  This Public Health Nurse would continue to be a full-time employee of the 
Health Department.  The School District would reimburse the Health Department for salary and benefits 
incurred during those 600 hours.  There would be a written contract and the latest version was reviewed by 
the Cudahy City Attorney.  This arrangement will enhance the status of the 2011 Health Department budget.  
More importantly, it will strengthen the working relationship between the City and the School District. 

 
Moved by Lynn Damitz, seconded by Dr. Johnson to proceed with the contract with the School District.  All 
voting in favor. 

 

2011 HEALTH DEPARTMENT BUDGET 

Board members received the latest version of the proposed 2011 Health Department budget.  The budget will 
increase by 2.14% and 2011 revenues are projected to increase by 14.01%.  The increased revenue reflects 
the reimbursement for nursing services from the School District.  The 2010 revenues are currently at 125% 
of what was projected for the year, primarily due to increased reimbursement for H1N1 activities. 

 

HEALTH OFFICER REPORT 

1. Animal Bites 
As of today, the Health Department has investigated 35 animal bites for 2010.  (In 2006, the 
Department investigated a total of 35 bites for the year.)  

2. Flu Clinic 
The Cudahy Flu Clinic was held on October 12, 2010 in the Council Chambers.  This year only 346 
flu shots and 3 pneumonia shots were given.  This reflects a decrease of 42% from 2009 clinics.  In 
fact the amount of flu vaccine given has steadily decreased since 2005.  Some of the reasons for this 
decline is that flu vaccine is available almost everywhere and there is not the urgency to obtain the 
vaccine as in the past.  Decreasing the Flu Clinic times of operation for 2011 will be strongly 
considered. 
 
The Health Department did collect over 10 boxes of food and toiletries for Project Concern during 
the Flu Clinic.  We did get a thank you note from Project Concern. 

3. Emergency Plans for Adult Housing 
Carol Wantuch is still waiting to hear whether the Homeland Security grant that she applied for to do 
emergency training in senior housing complexes has been approved. 

4. Immunization Clinics 

As of today, the Health Department Immunization Clinics have booked appointments into mid 
January 2011.  Most of these appointments are for school-aged children.  With the cooperation of the 
School District’s alerting system, the Health Department did hold an all day Immunization Clinic 
only for school children in August. Unfortunately only 15 students took advantage of this 
opportunity.   

 
Moved by Robert Grams, seconded by Dr. Johnson to accept the Health Officer’s report. All voting in favor. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 
1. Marty Zabkowicz expressed his appreciation to Carol Wantuch for her dedication to the budget and 

to the employees of the Health Department. 
2. Dr. Sherman noted that he saw a child with pertussis and there is a strong push to have children and 

adults vaccinated to help prevent this disease. 
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NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, November 32, 2010 at 6:15 PM.  
  

ADJOURN  

Moved by Robert Grams, seconded by Dr. Johnson to adjourn (7:15 PM). 
All voting in favor. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Neal White, Secretary 

 


